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Architecture: for love or money?

I have no intention, in my presidency,
of presiding over the death or even the
decline of the riBa. On the contrary, |
think that if we all behave with good
sense, we can emerge from our present
troubles stronger than when we entered
them. I do not deny the seriousness of
our difficulties, but they are not in-
superable. A situation where the weekly
journals fill their space with news and
views about the RrRiBA, and members
who have been silent for years are
stirred into activity (even if it's a pro-
test), is fundamentally a healthy one.

Most of the questions being asked
are legitimate. Many of the suggestions
made are helpful and are respected,
as long as it is appreciated that some
are in conflict and that not all can be
acted upon. Those members who think
that their elected Council is wrong
have every right to make their opinions
known and to take steps to change the
decisions they dislike. In the last resort,
they can throw their Council represen-
tatives out and elect others who are
more to their liking. If the result is that
more elections are contested, more
members vote, and more candidates
stand, it will put new life into an
institution which demands invigoration
and modernisation from time to time.

But some of the questions being
asked, and some of the things being
said, lead me to question whether
enough architects really understand
what the Institute is for. It is a funda-
mental misconception to believe that
the riBA is really an organised pressure
group for its own members. This, as
it happens, is what the enemies and
critics of the profession say the pro-
fessional institutions already are. They
accuse the professions of setting up
closed shops, keeping prices up and
numbers down, and generally fleecing
the public. We have gone to some
trouble to show the Monopolies Com-
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mission and others that this is not what
we do in the RIBA.

The business of the RiBa is, and
always has been, as our charter puts
it, the advancement of architecture and
the promotion of knowledge. My main
purpose is to examine architecture, as
it is being practised and as it is develop-
ing today, so that I can make some
suggestions for its advancement in
current conditions.

I am not saying that the RiBA is
wholly altruistic. For one thing, one can
hardly advance architecture by depress-
ing architects or driving them out of
business. Architecture cannot flourish
where the climate of government,
legislation, taxation, and public opinion
is hostile, or reflects a serious lack of
education or information. One of the
biggest jobs for the RiBA is to improve
this climate, to improve the context
within which architecture is practised.
Another is to help architects to be
better architects and to offer a better
architectural service. All this en-
courages better architecture. But let us
once say, or even think, that our real
job is to put more money into archi-
tects’ pockets — and our advice will be
suspect and our influence in the world
correspondingly reduced.

This is certainly a role for trade
unions for those in salaried employ-
ment, but it is not a rdle that the riBa,
though 80 per cent of its members are
salaried, can conceivably play. We
simply have a different job to do. The
RIBA is in fact a voluntary association
of architects who have come together
to advance architecture, which is the
one interest we all have in common.
The RriBa also reflects another very
important principle in British political
life, which traditionally allows the pro-
fessions to govern themselves, instead
of putting them under state control as
happens in many other countries. But

if we use this freedom, not to govern
the profession in the public interest,
but to promote our own purely selfish
interests, the way is open to state
regulation and control.

It's because the RriBa is a self governs
ing professional institute, whose objects
are to advance architecture and to
promote knowledge, that it has a royal
charter and charitable status. By
relieving charities like the RiBA of rates
and taxes, parliament gives us a con-
siderable subsidy which it does not
give trade unions or trade associations.
This is a valuable privilege which is
intended to help us, for example; 1o
provide a great national library of
architecture, which is the main re:
pository of architectural knowledge:
indispensable alike to the scholar and
the practitioner. The support we get,
it is true, is now inadequate, and we
are asking the government to give u8
more help in maintaining the library.
But we do not think it would be
worthy of our réle as an institute
charged with promoting knowledge to
give the library away and throw the
whole burden of keeping it up on the
taxpayers.

Exemption from taxation is also
intended to help us in the public interest
to set and maintain standards of educd=
tion, of entry, of practice, and O
integrity. Nearly everything We d? 1%
in fact, intended to advance archite¢
ture: very little consists of persd
services which members could choos
to buy or not — other, that is, than the
services for which we already chafg®
members and practices. Even when we
discuss money, insist on payment '?y.
fee scale, or negotiate the condition’
of engagement, we do so bcca.use'V!'
want to create conditions W""d' ew
courage architecture and practicés

The RriBa represents the Wh‘?le. h";
fession, and it is sad that while itis
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lowest initial cost is becoming
increasingly the order of the
day, and we are laying up both
economic and environmental
problems for the future
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ninger forer til oprettelsenaf  gkonomiske krise indgaes 15 % murerarbejdskraft hvilket krav om at stettet boligbyggeri statens byggevirksomhed kvalitet i det aimene byggeri byggebranchen og boligmarkedet indferes i Byggereglementet.
boligkomissionen. Kanslergadeforliget som sikrer medforer en stor stigningi brugen bygges efter modulstandarder. vedtages med totalokonomi som forer til omfattende renoveringer hérdt. Efterspargslen pa aimene
stotte pa 30 mio. kr. til byggeriet af  af betonelementer. Det forste bygningsreglement et nyt parametre. finansieret af den nyoprettede boliger stiger.
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Motalavej Ringparken Agervang Stengardsvej Gellerup- Skovvejen Taastrupgard Mijoinerparken
1957 1963 1966 1967 parken 1971 1973 1984
1968
GXN, JAJA Architects,
Tingbjerg Finlandsparken Vollsmose Bispehaven Sundparken Munkebo Gadehavegard Teknologisk Institut
1958 1963 1967 1967 1968 1973 1977 SBI, Regnestuen 2021

“Ressourceblokken”
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12%

af beton i hgj
kvalitet er egnet
til genbrug
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Problemstillingerne

1. Materialer hentes i eksisterende byggeri
2. Produktet er produceret inden anvendelsen kendes

3. Nogen skal tage ansvaret for genindbygning
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1. Materialer hentes |
eksisterende byggeri
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2. Produktet er produceret
inden anvendelsen kendes
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V... > 103 +/- 2,0 kN
M, s = 61,5 +/- 1,1 kN

T

MPa
lemélt= 660 +/- 11 MPa

f. mar = 45,5 +/- 4,4 MPa
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1954 ¢

Forelgbige retningslinjer
for fremstilling af
luftindblandet beton

1952 ¢
Retningslinjer for fremstilling
af vibreret beton

1949
DS 411 Beton- og
jernkonstruktioner

0sel

1961
Alkaliudvalgets
anbefalinger

0961

DS 411 Beton-
konstruktioner

19789

DS 405 Test af sand-
grus og stenmaterialer

1978 ¢

DS 405 Prgvningsstandard
for tilslag

1977 ¢
DS 401 Sand- grus-
og stenmaterialer

19739
DS 411 Betonkonstruktioner,
inkl. vejledning

19739
Anvisning for
tilseetningsstoffer

1973 P
DS 427 Standard for
Portland Cement

1

Ca. 1967-1968

061

Gellerupelementerne

produceres

1983 ¢
DS 427 Standard for Portland Cement
og Portlandflyveaske Cement

0861

1984 @

? 1986
(BBB)

® 1987

0661

Basisbetonbeskrivelsen

Anvisning for anvendelse
af flyveaske og mikrosilika

® 1992
DS 401 Sand- grus-
og stenmaterialer

? 1995
DS 479 Flyveaske

® 1995
DS 427 Cement

?1996
DS 478 Mikrosilika

$1998

DS 405 test af sand-
grus og
stenmaterialer

?1999

DS 411 deles
op. DS 481
introduceres

000¢
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3. Nogen skal tage ansvaret
for genindbygning
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Gellerupparken
@Brabrand Boligforening

| Ny bygning —
. genindbyg i 2024-25
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Indbygget af JCN Bolig
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Hvor er vi,
nar projektet slutter?
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designprocessen

(P)RECAST Papers

Materialeekstraksion Design Konstruksion

Planlzagning Teoretisk baggrund

X X X

[PIRECAST AN NGEMET 0P e ea [PIRECAST ™o mg e

[PIRECAST RS P P GeNO IPIRECAST o o [PIRECAST o [PIRECAST v

(PIRECAST Cenenocarsaeremenen:
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D inci for ing og af
betonelementer fra eksisterende byggeri med henblik pa efterfolgende genbrug i
nyt byggeri. Formalet med dokumentet er at give inspiration til metoder, som kan
bruges til at sikre, at de nedtagne betonelementer har en tilstand, som muligger
genbrug.

[PIRECAST et

Rapport S
Version 1.0 - November 2024
Seerudgave i forbindelse med "Made in More Sustainable Concrete”
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Tak for opmaerksomheden
— spgrgsmal?

Katja Udbye Christensen Kare Stokholm Poulsgaard
kudc@teknologisk.dk ksp@3xn.dk GXN og Teknologisk Institut
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